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We live in an era characterized by constant urbanization and
frenetic technological development, and this speed of
technical change has rendered obsolete a whole series of
sites with an industrial vocation that belong to the recent
European (and other) past. There is therefore a growing
awareness and desire to preserve and understand the
industrial heritage.

These sites represent tangible evidence of the history of
technological progress and changes in production methods.
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While until recently former industrial sites were destined for
abandonment and neglect, in recent years the perspective
has changed: industrial heritage is increasingly recognized as
a valuable resource for the present and the future.

There are various examples, scattered across the
old continent, of innovative forms of reuse and
reactivation of these places transformed into
museums, cultural centers or multifunctional sites.

22



WICH ADVANTAGES...

Cultural connection and historical significance

Industrial heritage sites create a cultural connection with
the society of the last two centuries. They withess the
efforts, innovation and resilience of life during the industrial
revolution, marking the history of an area economically,
socially and culturally.

Promoting sustainable tourism practices:

Industrial heritage tourism offers the possibility of
implementing a more sustainable tourism, away from well-
known destinations and allowing the recovery of disused
places. It offers an alternative to mass tourism, encouraging a
more conscious exploration of historical and cultural
landscapes.
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Economic revitalisation

Communities close to disused industrial sites can benefit
from the transformation of these places into tourist resorts.
Economic depression is thus countered by the creation of
new jobs, the promotion of local entrepreneurship and the
revitalisation of surrounding neighborhoods.

Educational value

Industrial heritage sites act as living museums and offer rich
educational opportunities. Visitors can learn more about the
evolution of technology, past working conditions and social
conditions brought about by industrialisation, thus
promoting a deeper understanding of common history.
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To make the most out of industrial tourism and its benefits,
a delicate balance between conservation and adaptation is
essential.

Careful planning and community involvement
ensures the integration of these sites into the
local culture and economy without
compromising their historical significance.
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